
March 17, 2024 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements:                                                                David Tom 
 
Music to Prepare Our Hearts:                                                                                        Michael Snyder    
                                               

“Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross with In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
William Howard Doane, Ithamar D. Conkey, arr. by Cindy Berry 

© 2013 Alfred Music 
Used by permission OneLicense A-723599 

 

Call to Worship:    *                                                                                  Bev Svoboda 
 
Leader: Lenten travelers, how long have you traveled this road with your gaze pointed 
down at the dust and gravel and asphalt as you walk or limp or roll down the path? 
 
People: Sometimes it is easier to look at the road than at the people who share 
the journey with us. 
 
Leader: Lift up your heads! Look, listen, reach out a hand. Who are your neighbors on 
this road? 
 
People: We lift our heads and look to our Savior who journeys with us and helps 
us notice our neighbors all around us. 
 
Leader: This is the Lenten journey—to learn to love God and love our neighbors just 
as Jesus showed us. 
 
People: Our journey teaches us to lose our lives to God as we find and follow 
Christ in our service to others. 
 
Leader: Come, let us worship God who caravans with us on this road to the cross. 
 
People: Come, let us worship! Amen. 
                                                                              
Opening Hymn:  *               “Spirit of Faith, Come Down ”                        UMH #332 

 
Opening Prayer  *                                                                                    Bev Svoboda  
 
Lord, we know Easter is coming soon and while we anxiously wait to celebrate your 
triumphant victory over sin and death, there are still difficult days between now and 
then. And try as we might, we cannot comprehend love and mercy so great as this. 
There is nothing perfect about us, yet you beckon us with hands that soon will be 
scarred by betrayal, greed, selfishness, pettiness, pride, and apathy. You see us and 



our imperfections with compassionate and patient eyes as we struggle to rid our lives 
of all the worldly things that distort, distract, and entangle us. As the cross looms 
ahead, our eyes and our focus are on you and you alone for our redemption and 
salvation. Amen. 
 
A Time of Prayer 
 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                     Pastor Ryan 
     Time of Quiet for Personal Prayer                                                             

 
The Lord’s Prayer:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation and deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading:  John 3:14-21                                                        Bev Svoboda                                                                 
 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life." For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. He who believes in him is not condemned; he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every 
one who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should 
be exposed. But he who does what is true comes to the light, that it may be clearly 
seen that his deeds have been wrought in God. 
 
Leader:  This is the word of God for the people of God 
All:  Thanks be to God 
                                       
Hymn of Reflection:  *         “What Wondrous Love is This”                 UMH #292 
                                                             
Message:                                 “Bums in the Alley ”                                    Pastor Ryan 

 
We Share Our Gifts                                                                                    Pastor Ryan 
 
Music During Offering:                                                                               Chancel Choir                                                                                                 

“Lead Me to Calvary” 
Jenny Evelyn Hume, William J. Kirkpatric, arr by Rober Wilson 

 © 1998 Pilot Point Music 
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Doxology:  *                                                                                                     UMH #95    
“Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow”’ 

 
Closing Hymn:   *                     “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”                                  UMH #334                                     
                                                                                            
Benediction: 
 
Music for Going Forth:                                                                             Michael Snyder 

    “At the Name of Jesus”                 
Hugh S. Livingston, Jr., Based on King’s Weston by Ralph Vaughn Williams 

© 1995 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of The Lorenz Corporation 
Used by permission OneLicense A-723599 

 
 

 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able    


